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OLM-Pavilion in partnership with the Race Equality Foundation presents:

“Yes we can!” 
Helping people with learning difficulties from black and 
minority ethnic communities move on and up



“Yes we can!” 
Helping people with learning difficulties from black and 
minority ethnic communities move on and up

The conference will provide an overview of evidence on 
learning difficulties and ethnicity as it relates to key themes 
in the area of transitions. These themes will be picked up 
and developed in the four workshops. The key themes are:

n	 �from children’s services to adult services, including 
education after age 16 

n	 employment

n	 relationships, having a family and becoming a parent

n	 moving up – becoming a leader; having a national profile

n	 developing self-help, advocacy and support.

Key themes

n	� People who use services and carers

n	� Equality and diversity professionals

n	� Members of partnership boards

n	 Front line staff

n 	Policy makers

n	 Managers of learning disability services

n	� Care managers and social workers

n	 Staff in health and social care services

Who should attend?

Aims of the conference
This conference will:

n	 �highlight evidence and good practice that support effective 
transitions for people with learning difficulties from black 
and minority ethnic communities.

n	 �Hear from black and minority ethnic service users about 
what works for them.

n	 ��Consider how to put these messages into practice so 
people get the services and support they need.

About the conference
The government’s Valuing People Now strategy 
includes a commitment to improving services for 
people with learning difficulties from black and 
minority ethnic (BME) communities. The strategy 
also includes the appointment of an ethnicity lead 
(champion) within the new national programme 
team at the Department of Health. Valuing People 
leaders will work with the National Advisory Group 
for People with Learning Disabilities and Ethnicity 
(NAGLDE) to develop and disseminate good 
practice to inform policy. BME communities have 
waited a long time for these welcome changes, and 
want to see their services improve quickly.

This conference will consider how the messages 
on ethnicity and learning difficulties, which have 
been available for at least 10 years, can be put 
into practice. This will include messages from 
Valuing Employment Now. It will concentrate on 
the theme of ‘transitions’, drawing on speakers 
with high national profiles to present overviews of 
research, policy and practice. Workshops led by 
additional experts will develop different strands of 
the ‘transitions’ theme and present these from their 
own experiences.

Foundation
The Race Equality Foundation promotes race equality 
in social support (what families and friends do for each 
other) and social care (what workers do for people 
who need support). 

n	� We do this by exploring what is known about 
discrimination and disadvantage. 

n 	� We develop interventions that will overcome 
barriers and promote equality. 

n	� We disseminate good practice through training, 
conferences and written material.

About Race Equality 



Programme

Unable to attend?
Conference papers, as presented to 
the delegates on the day, are available 
on CD-rom after the conference for 
£60 + VAT.  This useful reference 
will include: available speakers’ 
papers, speakers’ biographies and any 
additional inserts.

	 9.45am	 Registration

10.15am	 Welcome and introduction

	 Chair: Tracey Bignall Senior Policy and Practice Officer, Race Equality Foundation

10.30am	 Keynote sessions

	� Valuing People Now: what it says for black and minority ethnic people 

with learning difficulties

Scott Watkin National Director for Learning Disabilities and Debbie Robinson 

Valuing People Regional Programme Lead, Social Care and Partnerships – London 

Region, Department of Health 

	 Exploring the evidence: lessons for transitions from research findings

	 Dr Ghazala Mir Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Health and Social Care, 

	 University of Leeds

	 11.30am	 Refreshments

12.00pm	� Parallel workshop sessions- choice of two

	 A	� Becoming an adult, becoming a student

Rohan Lowe Brighton & Hove Youth Council and former Deputy Member of UK 

Youth Parliament for Brighton & Hove

	 B	 From parent to employee

		  Helen Atanda Independent advocate, formerly Parent Programme Officer, Race 	

		  Equality Foundation

	 1.00pm	 Lunch

2.00pm	 Keynote session

	 Putting evidence and policy into practice- making it happen

	 Richard West Chair, National Advisory Group on Learning Disability and Ethnicity

2.30pm	� Parallel workshop sessions – choice of two	

	 C	� Becoming a leader 

Raymond Johnson Officer Manager, People First (Self-Advocacy) and Training 

Manager, Disability LIB (a national capacity building project)

	 D	� ‘Working better by working together’ – better relationships 

with communities will establish better partnership boards for all 

communities

Zara Humpreys Co-chair, Gloucestershire Learning Disability Partnership Board 

and Bren McInerney Barton and Tredworth Community Trust

3.30pm	 Summary

	 Key points from workshops and next steps

	 4.00pm	 Close

About OLM-Pavilion
OLM-Pavilion is the leading publisher and 
event organiser for those working in social and 
healthcare fields, whether they work in the 
statutory, private or voluntary sectors.  
We publish over 200 training packs, Mental Health 
Today and Learning Disability Today magazines.

Continuous 
professional 
development
Professionals within the social care sector are 
required to undertake Continuous Professional 
Development (CPD) by the General Social Care 
Council (GSCC). Delegates can gain CPD points 
from attending our conferences and exhibitions.

Promotional opportunities
For more information about promotional 
opportunities at this conference, such as exhibiting and 
including your promotional materials in the conference 
delegate packs, please contact: Graham Hoare 
Customer Relationships Manager, OLM-Pavilion:
Tel: 01273 666703
Email: grahamh@pavpub.com

For a full list of our conferences visit: www.olm-pavilion.co.uk

Subscribe to 

Learning Disability

In touch with best practice, Learning 
Disability Today magazine offers unbiased, 
easy-to-read and up-to-date information 
on housing, employment, research, 
education and training, health and  
well-being.

The magazine is a great read and a 
valuable source of information for 
carers and support staff, residential and 
outreach service managers, social and 
healthcare professionals, community 
learning disability teams, local authority 
partnership boards, social workers and 
service users.

Subscriptions are from £28 per year.

View this month’s issue and subscribe at 
www.learningdisabilitytoday.co.uk

or call OLM-Pavilion on 
0844 880 5061.
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Organisation:..................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address:................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 	
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........................................................................................................................................................................Postcode:....................................................
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o I am wheelchair user     o I require a vegetarian meal     o I require a hearing loop

Please state any other requirements:	

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I agree to the terms and conditions as stated at the bottom of this page

Name:......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Signed:.......................................................................................................................................    Date:........................................................................

If you DO NOT wish to receive further 
information from OLM-Pavilion,  
please tick here: o

We may also make your details available to 
carefully screened organisations working in  
the health and social care field.  If you  
DO NOT wish to receive information from  
these companies, please tick here: o

OLM-Pavilion reserves the right to make 
changes to the programme, speakers or  
venue should this become necessary.

Please note that occasionally we might film, 
record or photograph all or part of our  
events. Footage, photography or audio may  
be broadcast after the event and used in a 
professional context.
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o	��By Invoice  Please send invoice to

	 Name (IN BLOCK CAPITALS):.................................................................................................................................................
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	 Cardholder’s name:.....................................................................................................................................................................................

	 Registered cardholder’s postcode:.........................................................................................................................................
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Payment

Venue
ORT House Conference Centre, 126 Albert 
Street, London NW1 7NE 
(a map of the venue will be sent with 
confirmation of your booking) 

Date  
Tuesday 19 January 2010

Conference fees
The fee includes lunch, refreshments 
and conference materials. Please note 
accommodation is not included.

Conference papers
If you are unable to attend the conference but 
wish to receive the conference papers, these 
can be purchased for £60 + vat. Please fill in 
the ‘Your details’ section.

Free bursaries for people who use services 
and unwaged carers may be available. Write  
to the OLM-Pavilion address above stating why 
you would like to attend and your contact details.

Group discount
Group discounts are available, please call  
0844 880 5061 for more information.

Confirmation of booking 
When booking, please wait for written 
confirmation before arranging travel.

Accommodation required?
Email: sara@cba-solutions.co.uk 
Tel: 0845 230 0353 and quote ‘Pavilion’.

Terms and conditions
Cancellation and refund policy 
All cancellations will be subject to a £50 
administration fee, if received in writing by  
04/01/10. We regret that any cancellations 
after this date cannot be refunded, but 
substitute delegates are welcome at any time.

Payment 
30 days either from date of invoice or before 
the conference (whichever is sooner). Payment 
must be received prior to the conference. 

We cannot 
accept 

provisional 
bookings

	 1st choice	 2nd choice

12.00pm (A–B)	 	 	
2.30pm (C-D)	 	

Workshop sessions

Please indicate which 
two workshops you 
would like to attend:

C
-5

31
-0

8-
09

Total  £

Delegate rates and purchasing options
(For group rates and bursary places please see terms and conditions.)

Book before 27 November 2009 and SAVE £50

			   Early bird 		  Standard	 Quantity

n	�Public sector/educational/	 o	£205 + VAT 	 o	£255 + VAT	 o	 charity/NHS/local gov/		  (Total £235.75)		  (Total £293.25)

	 voluntary orgs

n	�Central gov/private orgs	 o	£245 + VAT 	 o	£295 + VAT	 o	 		  (Total £281.75)		  (Total £339.25)

n	�Unwaged/student/	 o	£145 + VAT 	 o	£195 + VAT	 o	 small voluntary orgs		  (Total £166.75)		  (Total £224.25)

n	�Conference papers	 £60 + VAT (Total £69)	 o
o	�Marketing code: 	 ooooo


